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The Sherwood Dog Training Club (SDTC) was formed in 2003, 
 with official status as a non-profit corporation established in 2006.  

We also have Tax Exempt status with the IRS as a 501(c)4.   
We received our notice that we have become an  

AKC Licensed Club in August of 2008.   
  
 

 

 

We will have Zoom SDTC Meeting  

Wednesday February 1st @ 7pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88463191226?pwd=aytmcnE2Q2FRNUxnMGZEZUoyQUpIUT09 

Meeting ID:  884 6319 1226  

Passcode:  521539 

The agenda will be posted on the Members page of the club website 

https://www.sherwooddtc.org/ 

Reminder: Password for Members page is training 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Sherwood Dog Training Club's new io email group is up and 

running.  

 We’ve already begun some discussions of preferred training spots and 

upcoming matches. This is a great place for members to post 

information on practice sessions, trials, other organizations’ matches, 

equipment for sale, brags...; also, a place to ask and answer questions.    

I have offered to be the group “owner/moderator.” s.  

To join, email SherwoodDogTrainingClub+subscribe@groups.io.  

Any problems, email Laurie Rubin, earthlaurie@sonic.net, and I will try 

to help solve them.  

 
 

mailto:SherwoodDogTrainingClub+subscribe@groups.io
mailto:earthlaurie@sonic.net


 

 

Sherwood Dog Training Club plans for 2023. 
Forms can be found https://www.sherwooddtc.org/services 

 
 

 

 
 

 

For a complete Look at all AKC upcoming Agility, Obedience, Rally and 
Tracking Events 

 

Events:  https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search 
 

     Cancellations:  https://www.akc.org/sports/event-cancellations/ 
 

         
 

Go to the AKC Events Calendar for more information, to download  
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search 
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Upcoming UKC Shows 

 
 

February 3-5, 2023 
Canine Action Pack 

Cornelius, OR 
Obedience, Rally Obedience 

 
May 5-7, 2023 

Canine Action Pack 
Cornelius, OR 

Obedience, Rally Obedience 
 

Mar. 5, 2023 
NorCal K9 Events, Cottonwood, CA 

Match / Rally & Obedience  
 

August 4-6, 2023 
UKC Western Classic 

Longview, WA 
Obedience, Rally Obedience, Nose work, Agility 

 
 

Home | United Kennel Club (UKC) 

United Kennel Club (UKC) is an international dog registry celebrating bonds, rewarding ability, and 

preserving the value of a pedigree. 

www.ukcdogs.com 
 

 



 

 



 

 
  



 

  

Dog Days Dog Training 

Located in the Hazel Dell area of Vancouver, WA: 
7206 NE 37th Ave., Unit A 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

Phone: 360-241-1844 

Email: info1@dogdaysnw.com 

 

Dog Days Upcoming Classes for 2023 
 

Foundations for Performance 
 

Tuesday 10:30 am - NEW TIME 
 

Thursday 6:00pm 
 

Saturdays 2:30pm 

 

Obedience - Novice and Beginner Novice 
 

Tuesdays 9:30 am 

 

For availability, please contact the instructors directly.  

Info available on the website at dogdaysnw.com 
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New & Upcoming Classes 

Zoom Eye Contact/Attention with Rebecca Dodson of Boldly Go Dog Sports 

This is a two-series course. The first 6 weeks of Beginning Attention will introduce you and your dog 

to attention skills, from stationary to moving as a team. You will learn how to capture your dog 

choosing to give you attention in controlled environments and in the real world. 

 

Beginning Attention classes started 1/19, but you can still snatch an audit spot and catch up with the 

recording from class 1. Audit spots receive feedback on any video homework submissions and/or 

questions in the Attention Facebook group as well. 

 

Intermediate Attention classes will start in March. This second 6 weeks of Intermediate Attention 

includes building attention with movement and in heel. You will also learn how to effectively correct 

for lack of attention and learn when to apply the correction. This is a great opportunity if you've 

already been working attention systematically with Trainers to the Rescue and want to advance you 

and your dog's attention skills. 

 

Classes meet online every Thursday from 6-7pm.  Working spots and audit spots both get live 

instruction weekly and working spots have the benefit of receiving training feedback during class. 

Both are invited to post homework videos for feedback and ask questions through the Facebook 

group. Working spots are $160 and audit spots are $80 per 6-week session.  

Contact Rebecca at info@boldlygodogsports.com to reserve a spot. 

 

Cindy's Classes 

Cindy will be teaching Foundation for Retrieve as an online Zoom class. We will have a live and 

interactive Zoom Meeting for both working and auditing spots. The class is supported by a private 

Facebook group where everyone is encouraged to ask questions and post videos of your 

homework.   

 

This series is 2 six-week sessions.  Session 1 starts with Chin in the Hand and building a steady and 

reliable Hold, Grab, and Presentation.  Session 2 will continue with moving the dumbbell to the floor, 

marking, casting, proofing games.  This class is appropriate for competition obedience and 

hunting/retrievers.   

 

Each 6-week session is $160 working (4 teams)/$80 audit (unlimited).  

Class starts Tuesday, January 31st, and meets every Tuesday at 6-7 pm. 

 

 

mailto:info@boldlygodogsports.com?subject=Attention%20Class


 

 

 

 

 

At long last, Cindy will be teaching Foundation for Agility Thursday nights from 6-7pm.  This is a 

live and in-person class.  We will introduce all the agility equipment, including bar jumps, tunnels, 

teeter-totter, dog walk, A-frame, and tire jump.  Pre-requisite for the class is successful completion of 

our Foundation for Competition class, or instructor approval.  If there is enough interest, there is a 

possibility of adding a second class at 7-8pm.   

Maximum 4 teams per class. $160 for six weeks.  Classes start Thursday, February 2nd. 

 

Cindy has one opening in her ongoing Novice-Open Class on Wednesdays 7-8 pm. 

Contact Cindy at trainerstotherescue@gmail.com for a spot in any of her classes. 

 

Sally's Classes 

Sally has openings in her ongoing Rally classes. 

Contact Sally at sallyw61@yahoo.com for inquiries. 

 

Nancy Seaman's Foundation for Competition Class 

Nancy has room in her Foundation for Competition class. This class teaches your dogs the fundamentals to 

competition classes.  As a pre-requisite, it will set you and your dog up for success in future classes.  This is a 

6-week session, starting 1/27, meeting every Friday from 10-11am. 

Contact Nancy to reserve your spot at searis10@gmail.com or (503) 307-037. 

 

Auntie Sally's Pet Classes 

Auntie Sally continues to offer Puppy and Adult Pet Dog Classes here on Sundays.  We appreciate your 

referring your friends to these classes!  It’s difficult to find really good pet dog classes, so we are committed to 

making space for them at our facility. 

Contact Sally Wojahn at auntiesally2@frontier.com. 

 
 

 

 

New! Retrieving Workshops! 

 

Huge thanks to Jill Suydam for organizing the two Retriever Workshops that we hosted here last 

weekend.  Advanced teams met in the morning, and Beginning teams in the afternoon.  Jill 

advertised and filled both workshops in a matter of hours!  Jac Harbour taught the workshops, and 

Jill and Rebecca Dodson made sure that every team got plenty of coaching time with Jac, Lili 

Lobingier, and Cindy Leung.  You can see the fabulous photographs at Skinny Dog Photography.  We 

were so fortunate that Beth Gordon of Skinny Dog Photography was willing to stand in the pouring 

rain in full camo to capture what these teams accomplished. 

 
 

mailto:trainerstotherescue@gmail.com
mailto:sallyw61@yahoo.com
mailto:searis10@gmail.com?subject=Foundation%20for%20Competition
mailto:auntiesally2@frontier.com?subject=Dog%20Training%20Classes%20at%20Trainers%20to%20the%20Rescue
https://trainerstotherescue.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b93253393d74665fca6cb958e&id=ed16a92e5e&e=ac0cdb9912


 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

Introducing: 
 OTCH HARVEST WITHOUT A TRACE UDX 4 OM5 
  CLUE 
 
We achieved this goal in December at the last show of the 
year. We start the UD and OTCH journey back in August of 
2021 and completed in December of 22!  
 
What an amazing journey it was! Fun, eventful, rewarding, 
rollercoaster ride! 
 
Clue is my second OTCH Beardie and number 6 Beardie to 
have earned one. Laverne was my first and sits at #5. 15 years 
between 4th and Laverne at 5th. That was a rewarding journey 
as well. So now I have 5th and 6th in a row. We are officially in 
the history books for this breed. We hope to go out to the NOC 
to represent our breed and compete there. 
 
Can Beansoup help me to keep my streak going? Time will tell. 
We are gearing up for Utility this year.  
What kind of a ride will this be? Let's find out ……….. 
 
I do offer one on one lessons for anyone on the utility/ 
UDX/OTCH journey.  
 
If interested in problem solving or anything in your way,  
please contact me for a private lesson.  
Brenda Cox 
541-515-4427 
 



 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Emily earned UDX QQ #18 
at the Tualatin KC trial. 
Carolyn Wray 

 Big fat brag for Micah  
"Marinella's Wouldn't It Be Nice" 
Winners Dog 6 out of 7 shows. 
Three majors, Three Best of 
Winners 

• New Champion 
• Novice Tricks Title 
• Intermediate Tricks Title 

 
Dixie Matsen 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
  



 

 
 

 What Makes the Merle in Dog Coats? The Science Behind the Pattern 

By Caroline Coile, PhD 
Nov 01, 2022 | American Kennel Club Article 
 

Merle in dogs is one of the most intriguing coat patterns in the dog world, both in its appearance and its 
genetics. Also known as dapple, merle is characterized by irregular blotches of fur set on a lighter 
background of the same pigment, such as solid black on gray (called blue merle) or solid brown on tan (red 
merle). Blue and partially blue eyes are often seen with the merle pattern, as well. 

Although beautiful and unique, this color can also be associated with health problems, primarily deafness 
and blindness. Awareness is key to responsible breeding; it is not recommended to breed two merles 
together. 

There are several merle dog breeds where the pattern is commonly found and accepted as a breed 
standard, including: 

• Australian Shepherd 

• Miniature American Shepherd 

• Collie 

• Shetland Sheepdog 

• Dachshund 

• Cardigan Welsh Corgi 

• Pyrenean Shepherd 

• Great Dane 

• Mudi 

• Catahoula Leopard Dog 

• Chihuahua 

• Border Collie 

• Pomeranian 

Research shows that the gene responsible for merle in dogs is the same in every breed, indicating that it is 
an ancient mutation that predates the formation of dog breeds. It is unlikely to have arisen independently 
in different breeds. 

 

 

https://www.akc.org/author/caroline-coile/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/australian-shepherd/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/miniature-american-shepherd/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/collie/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shetland-sheepdog/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/dachshund/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/cardigan-welsh-corgi/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/pyrenean-shepherd/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/great-dane/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/mudi/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/catahoula-leopard-dog/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/chihuahua/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/border-collie/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/pomeranian/
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What Gene Causes Merle in Dogs’ Coat? 

The merle coat color lies in basic genetics, where there is a dominant and recessive trait to produce those 
gorgeous splotches. This is the merle allele (M) and one copy of the non-merle allele (m). The 
merle (M) allele is a semi-dominant gene, meaning it only takes one copy of the M allele to produce a merle. 
So, every merle dog has one copy of the merle allele (M) and one copy of the non-merle allele (m), meaning 
every merle dog has an Mm genotype, and, therefore, every non-merle dog has an mm genotype. 

The merle allele was first discovered at Texas A&M University’s College of Veterinary Medicine in 2006. 
The merle coat color is governed by a type of mutation called a SINE insertion in the SILV (also 
called PMEL17) gene. 

What about dogs with two merle alleles (MM)? These “double merles” (or “double-dapples”) don’t look like 
merles. They usually have much more white on them—and some can be almost pure white. The fully 
pigmented splotches are much smaller, and the background color is much whiter. 

 



 

 

 
Gabe Fuller 

An example of a punnet square between a merle and a non-merle. 
What Health Concerns are Associated With a Merle Coat? 

The merle pattern can lead to a slew of health problems. The most common is hearing loss in one or both 
ears. Having even a single M allele actually raises the chance of being deaf, although the chance of 
an Mm merle being bilaterally deaf is still less than 1 percent. The presence of two M genes, however, 
greatly increases the chance of deafness, depending on what breed it’s in. For example, in one study, about 
10 percent of MM Catahoula Leopard Dogs, about 56 percent of MM Australian Shepherds, and about 85 
percent of all other MM dogs studied were deaf in both ears. 

Double-merle dogs also often have microphthalmia, in which the eyes are abnormally small (sometimes 
barely there) and often nonfunctional. They may also have abnormal pupils. 

Researchers don’t yet know why any of these abnormalities are associated with double merle; possibly it’s 
because the merle mutation affects melanocytes, the cells that produce melanin pigment, and melanocytes 
are found not only in the skin but in the eye and inner ear, as well as the bones and heart. 

Regardless, it’s best to avoid breeding a merle to a merle. Because both parents will have 
the Mm genotype, on average only half the offspring will be merle (Mm). More importantly, you’re likely to 
produce a quarter that are double-merle (MM). 



 

 

 
Gabe Fuller 

An example on a punnet square between two merles. 
How DNA Tests Can Help Determine Merle 

Although not all double-merles have auditory or visual problems, it’s best to avoid taking the chance. That 
sounds simple enough: Just don’t breed two merles together. The problem is that not all merles are 
obvious, such as “hidden” merle and “cryptic merle.” 

In hidden merle, the merle pattern is hidden by the action of genes at another location. The recessive “ee” 
genotype inhibits the expression of any dark pigment, including the dark pigment in merles. If a dog 
were Mm and ee, it would just look cream or red in any pigmented area since the merle mutation only 
affects dark pigment. In cryptic merle, the merle pattern is expressed only in very small areas, so small you 
might not notice them unless you searched the dog’s entire body for a trace. But these dogs can also carry 
the M allele and may produce merles as well. 

That’s why it’s essential to DNA test before you breed any dog from a breed or family known to produce 
merle. A DNA test can tell you if your dog has zero, one, or two M alleles. 

As you can see, while the inheritance of merle in dogs seems simple at first, it can get pretty complicated. 
Fortunately, you don’t really need to know any more about the science to appreciate its beauty and to 
make wise breeding decisions. 
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Why Do Some Dogs Have More Merle Than Others? 

You may notice that some dogs only have the merle pattern on their face, for example, while others show 
splotches on their entire body. There’s some additional science behind that. The SILV gene involved 
with merle in dogs is responsible for producing a matrix that essentially holds the pigment in place. In a 
non-merle dog, the matrix is completely formed and pigment stays put. But if one SILV allele has this 
insertion of extra genetic material in it, the matrix has holes in it. Pigment granules escape from the holes, 
leaving a faded coat color. 

However, the length of this genetic insertion is not very stable, and as cells divide during embryogenesis, 
which is the process of the development of an embryo, it may shrink or expand. In some embryonic cells, it 
shrinks to the point of being nearly normal, and the matrix these cells produce is almost complete. During 
development, cells derived from these near-normal embryonic cells give rise to patches of the fully 
pigmented coat. 

Thus, merles are a mosaic of copies derived from cells with various degrees of “leaky” matrixes and normal 
matrixes. The size of each patch depends on how early in embryogenesis the insertion size mutated, with 
larger patches descended from earlier mutation events. 

Merle is a complicated and fascinating color pattern—both in appearance and in genetics. That’s why dog 
breeders and geneticists alike consider merle in dogs beautiful.  



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SDTC Newsletter Advertising Policy 
 

➢ Advertisements for rehoming k9 equipment, etc. are always welcome.    

➢ Training programs and classes offered by members will be posted with a link to a website 

for members only [possibly under a column specifically designated for that purpose].  

➢ Advertising of puppies/litters will not be accepted 
 
 

We are looking for articles from our membership. 
 

 Do you have a brag or accomplishment? 
 Have you written an article that the membership could benefit from? 
 Know of an upcoming event?  Example:  Obedience trial, Scent trial, Specialty, Health 
clinic……. etc. 

 
 
 
 

darlenebrushwein@msn.com 


