Sherwood Dog Training Club
AKC License Club

August 2026 Newsletter

The Sherwood Dog Training Club (SDTC) was formed in 2003,
with official status as a non-profit corporation established in 2006.
We also have Tax Exempt status with the IRS as a 501(c)4.
We received our notice that we have become an
AKC Licensed Club in August of 2008.

Sherwood Dog Training Club
President: Danielle Silverstein
Vice President: Linda Ruedy
Secretary: Robin Murphy
Treasurer: Jill Faulmann
Board: Darlene Brushwein
Board: Jan Lewis

Board: Helen Hamilton

Newsletter: Darlene Brushwein

Website:
https://www.sherwooddtc.org/

No Club Meeting in August
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Dates to Mark for 2026 at Cash Arena in Sherwood, OR

Trial Date: Obedience only Saturday, October 10, 2026 and Sunday, October 11, 2026
Match Date: Sunday, October 4, 2026

The October 2026 Trials are full
We are accepting entries for the waitlist
Premium and entry online can be found at

https://www.sherwooddtc.org/services

The next SDTC MEMBER ONLY Match will be on Sunday October 4",

The opening date for entries is Thursday, August 20" and the closing date is
Thursday, September 24.
The match entry form will be posted on the website on Thursday, August 20"

with instructions on how to enter. https:/www.sherwooddtc.org/

There will be two rings at Cash Arena in Sherwood. The match will start at 9am with

Novice & Beginner Novice and will switch to Utility and Open when the novice classes
are done.

Your help is needed:

Claudia Weiss / claudiaadam@msn.com is working on doing a Scent trial that Sherwood Dog Club
would sponsor.

She is wondering if one of our members is affiliated with the Sherwood School District.
Their schools would be a great site for a scent work trial.

For a complete Look at all AKC upcoming Events

Events: https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search



https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://www.sherwooddtc.org/services
https://www.sherwooddtc.org/

Upcoming UKC Shows / www.ukcdogs.com

Washington

July 31-Aug. 2 UKC Western Classic / Regional Qualifying Event Longview, WA
Agility, Rally, Obedience

Aug. 22-23 Lilac City Dog Training Club, Spokane, WA Nose Work

Oct. 17-18 Lilac City Dog Training Club, Spokane, WA Nose Work

Oct. 23-25 Puget Sound K-9's, Auburn Nose Work

Oregon

Nov. 13-15 Canine Action Pack, Cornelius, OR Obedience & Rally

Utah Utah Nosework Club - Salt Lake City, UT Nose Work

August 1

Wyoming

Oct 3-4 Rocky Mountain Dog Stars, Sheridan, WY Nose Work

Details at ukcdogs.com
United Kennel Club (UKC) is an international dog registry celebrating bonds, rewarding ability, and
preserving the value of a pedigree. http://www.ukcdogs.com/

Submitted by: Chris Robinette




FOR SALE

10°x10’ E-Z white canopy. Used a few times and is in like

new condition. Has been stored inside and has wheeled
case. $60. Located in Portland area. Contact Susie at
psuemac70@gmail.com.

Full set of 4’ Practice jumps with carry bag. Has been
stored inside. Lightly used and in good condition. $60.
Located in Portland area. Contact Susie at
psuemac70@gmail.com.

WWW.ANDEZTOONS.COM

I gotta tell ya, George, that dog of yours is
one in a million.”



« Dates: Show dates: January 21 -24, 2027
» Closing date: January 6, 2027

o Obedience/Rally status at RCC:
For several years we have weighed the pros and cons of discontinuing obedience and Rally
at RCC.

Obedience / Rally entries have declined everywhere and have never been high at

RCC. One of the reasons that Obedience / Rally are not as popular as they should be at
RCC is because of the impact on Obedience and Rally caused by the huge number of
spectators who attend RCC.

In addition, we have not had another place to put Obedience / Rally that we could afford.
Long story short, we have worked with Expo to create a special place for Obedience / Rally
that is off the beaten path. It is not entirely cut off from the public but should reduce
traffic and noise by somewhere over 90% and offer exhibitors a nice space.

Please relay this information to your friends in Obedience / Rally.
Many of you know that we've been going back and forth on this issue for several years.

o Meet the Breeds:
Meet The Breeds was an overwhelming success at RCC this year.
We received letters from some of the participating clubs saying how successful it was for
them and we even received a couple of thank you letters from spectators, saying how
great it was to get to meet "preservation breeders" and see their beautiful dogs.

As a result of the feedback we received from several clubs and the public, we have
decided to make Meet the Breeds a bigger part of RCC in 2027.

As always, we are going to give our specialties and supported entries first choice when the
event is open to clubs.

We are also going to call on you for input as we begin to decorate and expand our current
footprint.

We are very excited about developing this part of our show!

Patti Strand, Rose City Classic
503-756-0826
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It's so darn easy to get down on yourself when something “unplanned
and unwanted” happens.

It can be frustrating, demotivating and can be a major set back to your
confidence...no matter how far you and your dog have come.

The secret of best dog trainers in the world is, we know how to fail and
not take it personally. We fail forward. We forgive our mistakes and get
inspired by the lessons the experience brings us.

It Is possible for everyone... yes even you!

FORGET

the mistake.

REMEMBER

the lesson.

DOGS
QHAT




Ka-Ching celebrated America250 on
July 4th weekend by earning her 4th AKC
Rally Championship under Judge Mary
Jane Shervais at the Puyallup Valley Dog
Fanciers show!

On the way to her RACH4, she logged 80
Triple Qs and she still enjoys her job.

Thank you, Miss Ka-Ching!




[ am going to ASCA Nationals in CO in September.

Many breed Nationals are in Sept and Oct. Colorado is being stringent about New World Screwworm.

Our committee members will be checking that ALL dogs come with a Health Certificate this year.

Anyone coming from New Mexico or Texas needs a CVI (Health Certificate) done in the last 5 days and anywhere

else the last 30 days.

Below is a website so people can find a vet near them that does them. Vets need a USDA Level 1 or 2 certification
to be able to do CVI's.

So, you might want to write a quick thing and warn people that there may be mandatory CVIs for Nationals this
year. (Editor Note: This is your warning)

https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do

32400 SW Unger Rd, Cornelius,
OR 97113

Submitted by Lisa Klein
OPEN TRAINING
~— Quwr training building with

competition obedience
equipment is open on Fridays
2-8pm (last call 7:30pm) to

those working towards their

individual goals. Bring one dog
or seven, stay for one hour or
six, $10 for current students,
and $20 for non-students.



https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do

AMERICAN KENNEL CLuB

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

New World Screwworm—Updates on Interstate Travel Requirements with Dogs
By AKC Government Relations Updated: Monday, July 20, 2026

Since first detected on June 3, 2026, 41 cases of New World Screwworm (NWS, hereinafter screwworm) have been detected
in southwest Texas and New Mexico. NWS is a parasitic fly whose larvae burrow into the living tissue of warm-blooded
animals, typically through an open wound, causing painful wounds, serious infection, and sometimes death. It can affect
livestock, wildlife, pets, and occasionally dogs, which may be at risk if they have open wounds or if they come into contact
with infested animals or contaminated areas. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and state departments of
agriculture and health officials continue to work together to address the issue.

The American Kennel Club (AKC) recommends that all dog owners, or anyone who works with dogs, to learn about
screwworm and to stay updated on developments and animal movement requirements imposed to prevent its spread,
especially:

e Anyone potentially engaging in interstate transportation with dogs, including owners, AKC event competitors,
professional handlers, event superintendents, and interstate transporters, including those that are part of shelter
and rescue operations should pay attention to NWS-related animal movement rules imposed by (1) their home state;
(2) all states they will travel though, both outbound and return; and (3) their destination state.

e Show and trial secretaries, who are encouraged to determine the impact of NWS-related animal movement
restrictions, particularly for events to be held in any state with an Infested Zone.

2026 NWS Confirmed Cases

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-
status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world

Federal and State Responses to NWS

Federal and state officials are responding to NWS by creating or maintaining 20-km Infested

Zones around confirmed detections and imposing quarantines, movement controls, and heightened
surveillance in those zones. Additionally, sterilized flies are being released in Infested Zones and
Adjacent Surveillance Zones to prevent future generations of the screwworm fly. Go

to www.screwworm.gov for additional details on the federal government’s response to NWS.

To date, 45 states have created their own NWS-related rules, requirements, and movement
restrictions for animals, which are in addition to their regular animal interstate importation
requirements. While Alaska, Hawai’i, Nevada, Ohio, and Wyoming have not created screwworm-
related requirements, their regular animal interstate importation requirements still apply. All current
requirements are listed below.

Please note that while every effort has been made to provide current information, laws, regulations, and
emergency orders often change. AKC makes no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy,
completeness, or adequacy of the information below. Anyone planning for interstate travel with dogs
should check official sources or contact the appropriate state agency for the most up-to-date information
and requirements.


https://www.akc.org/author/government-relations-department/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
http://www.screwworm.gov/

Petra Ford's Post

July 16, 2026

Do you know what you want? What YOU want to do? Not what other people think you should do, or what
you think you should do because of other people’s expectations, or because of what you've always done.
Or maybe you were someone that used to like it, but you no longer do. Do you even know? We are social
animals. We care what others think. Our family, our friends, our co-workers, our social circle, our “friends”
on social media, the general public. And that’s fine. It's normal. But when does it get confusing. When do
we think it's what we want...but it isn't really?

It can be hard. Really hard. It takes a lot of self-awareness to be able to differentiate what's truly ours. I
remember decades ago coming home and thinking “oh my, I really need to get rid of those
weeds....now!”. It was only a few weeds just starting to sprout. And suddenly I realized. Personally, I
didn’t care. I mean, it wasn't that important. It certainly was nothing close to an overgrowth of weeds.
And I really didn't have time in that moment. It was something my mother would have said. And
expected. It needed to be perfect. Not even a hint of a weed. And somewhere along the line I had taken
that on. Huh. What a revelation. I entered a period of serious reflection. How much of what I wanted or
did in life was mine? And how much was my mother’s? Which led to wonder how much belonged to other
people.

I'm thrilled that happened. I'm glad I took the time to explore it. It was quite an eye opener!! And created
a habit I follow to this day. I periodically check in. How much of what I'm doing and feeling is mine? And
how much belongs to someone else?

Realizing that is great. But it only gets you so far. Because if you don't do anything about it...well then, are
you living your best life? How many people choose jobs, careers, life paths based on the expectations of
others? Or what they believe others expect of them? How many people become a person that others
create...and then can't escape that. At one point in my life winning and success mattered. External
feedback mattered. And that’s how I lived my life. But at some point, that changed. And when it did I not
only had to recognize it, I had to decide to do something about it. And that’s not easy. Because change is
always hard. Change is uncomfortable. Not only for us. But for those around us. They don't like change.
And if we change, well, that's uncomfortable for them. It doesn't fit with their definition of us.

It's also uncomfortable if they would like to change...but they can’t. So we get resistance. Quite often a lot
of resistance. And to stay the course in the face of that...well, it's not easy. In addition, we have created
who we are. Without that, what are we? Who are we? You see it with professional athletes.



It's not just about the sport. It defines them. This is who I am. When they can no longer play, now what?
Who are they now? Some people make this transition easily. Others really struggle.

I've done and “been” many things in my life. I was a professional cyclist. Until I wasn’t. When I no longer
felt a burning passion for it, I stopped. It was my life for many, many years. I lived, breathed, ate, slept,
dreamed, talked cycling. And then I didn't. And it was fine. Because it didn't define me. I didn't let it. It
was part of me. And then it wasn't. Because people change. Circumstances change. Our bodies change.
Life happens. And so we adjust. Or we don’t. Same with work. I was a secretary, a paralegal, a physical
therapist, a canine rehab therapist, a dog trainer. None of them completely defined me. It was what I did
at the time. What life presented to me. Or what I chased. I loved it. Until I didn’t. Or until circumstances
changed and my path diverged.

As time went on, I learned the importance of loving what you do. Finding and chasing joy. And in that
relentless pursuit I'm once again changing directions. For a while I haven't felt passionate about
competing at a high level in obedience. Last year I almost didn't go to Nationals. I literally made the
decision to go in the last minute. And Zesty won. Which was great. But it also wasn't. Because suddenly I
felt myself sucked back onto a familiar path. Regionals, the Classic, prepping for the next National. But
early this year I started to realize I was getting pulled along by a current. This is not what I really wanted.
It was pressure. It was obligation. It was what people expected of me.

I thought long and hard. I dug through it all and decided I was done. To be honest, I'm a bit bored. I'm
not passionate about it. I'm not super motivated. What does that mean exactly? Other than not going to
this year’s NOC, I'm not sure. I still love training obedience. So, we are showing locally. And I'm happy
with that. I don't feel the drive and commitment to chase tournaments and “big” goals. And that’s
perfectly fine. I'm doing nose work which I love and find endlessly fascinating. I'll keep pursuing that. I'm
doing some Rally. It's entertaining, it's a challenge, the dogs like it, we will continue. And then we shall
see. And I'm happy with that. I'm enjoying having more time not just for other dog sports, but for other
activities that I enjoy. Yes, I do some other things that don't involve dogs.

Life is short. It goes by in the blink of an eye. The older we get, the faster it goes. Be careful. Pay
attention. Make sure you are doing what YOU want. And if you are not, change your direction. I can
honestly say I've never changed direction and regretted it. Quite the opposite. If anything, I wish I
changed it sooner. Make sure you are following your passion. Make sure it's what YOU want. Make sure
you are doing what brings you joy. You should be getting up excited to greet the day.

The choice is yours.

www.dogsdontwhisper.com




Training Opportunities
Who: Michael Montgomery, CSCC GDMI

Where: Urban Pawsibilites in SE Portland - 3737 SE 21st
Ave, Portland, OR 97202

When: Next round starts Sunday July 19th for 5 weeks.
What: Currently only serving novice through
advance. The facility only has so much time to rent to

me! Higher levels hopefully in the future.

Current openings: 2 openings in Novice competition
prep on Sundays at 4:30pm

How to register: Call/text 503-413-0782.
Email: Michael@elusivecsc.com. DM on social
media, @elusivecsc on Facebook and Instagram.

, PLAY TO OBEY

at Corral Creek Dog Sport Center

——

Rally & Obedience Classes:

Perri Yinger, Instructor
perripets@gmail.com

Call: 503.537.5028
Text: 503.793.4649



mailto:Michael@elusivecsc.com
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Pacific Sled Dog and Skijor Association present the 2026

****SAVE THE DATE****

Show and Go Obedience Fun Match
September 12, 2026, Saturday
Crook County Fair Grounds 1280 Main St
Prineville 97754

» Match is outdoors with 4’ netting around 2 rings.

» Day of Match entries.

» Participant, please plan on helping judge and steward.
» Thank you in advance.

» $10.00 for 10 minutes

» Day of match entries start 8;30 am

» Match Starts g am

» Ring 1 Utility

» Ring 2 Open; Novice to follow Utility, Open, Novice

Camping on site available / Contact the Fairgrounds
Show chairman: Cheryl Liddle ca.liddle6o@gmail.com 541-416-0284
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%% DOG TRAINING

Dog Days Obedience Run Through Class with Laurie Rubin

A monthly half day Obedience Run Through Class is starting at Dog Days Dog Training in Vancouver,
Washington, on the fourth Wednesday morning of the month. Dog and handler teams run through the
exercises offered at obedience trials. The time can be used for any level of obedience and/or for
problem solving specific exercises. Handler choice whether to ask for feedback or simply have the
exercises called as in a trial.

This month’s Class, August 26th. $15 via PayPal or Zelle or $17 via mailed check.

Time slots can be reserved by clicking on the following link to fill out your entry information on a Google
Form https://forms.gle/XH4b6pgk62szUjPw7 AND sending $15/time slot via PayPal
https://www.paypal.com/ to Laurie Rubin. After logging in to PayPal and clicking “Send,” search for Laurie
Rubin or earthlaurie@sonic.net. My link has a photo of a red merle Aussie. In the box that asks

“What's this For?,” please type “Dog Days, August 26, 2026 Run Through Class." Zelle $15 payments
accepted, too. Checks made out to Laurie Rubin for $17/time slot are OK. Both your payment and

Google Form must be received for your entry to count. Payments are non-refundable unless the class

fills before I receive your entry. In that case, I will notify you and refund your payment. The schedule

will be e-mailed to those who have reserved a slot by the day before the class.

Next class. Wednesday, September 23rd. $15 via PayPal or Zelle or $17 via mailed check.

Time slots can be reserved by clicking on the following link to fill out your entry information on a Google
Form https://forms.gle/4zx396syjBQj7VhB8 AND sending $15/time slot via PayPal
https://www.paypal.com/ to Laurie Rubin. After logging in to PayPal and clicking “Send,"” search for
Laurie Rubin or earthlaurie@sonic.net. My link has a photo of a red merle Aussie. In the box that asks
“What's this For?,” please type “"Dog Days, August 26, 2026 Run Through Class." Zelle $15 payments
accepted, too. Checks made out to Laurie Rubin for $17/time slot are OK. Both your payment and
Google Form must be received for your entry to count.

Payments are non-refundable unless the class fills before I receive your entry.
In that case, I will notify you and refund your payment.
The schedule will be e-mailed to those who have reserved a slot by the day before the class.

Future class date: Wednesday, October 21st.

’ g SOMETIMES JUST LEANING | T
The AGAINST THEM |G ENOUGH,
R\G BUT (F You ADD STEPPING
Do G ON THElR FooT, THeY
CoDE REALLY kNOW HOW
o@_ MUCH YOU CARE



https://forms.gle/XH4b6pqk62szUjPw7
https://www.paypal.com/
https://forms.gle/4zx396syjBQj7VhB8
https://www.paypal.com/

Obedience Run Through Class in Sandy, OR with Laurie Rubin

A monthly Obedience Run Through Class takes place at Penny Harvey’s training building in Sandy,
Oregon. Dog and handler teams run through the exercises offered at obedience trials. The time can be
used for any level of obedience and/or for problem solving specific exercises. Handler choice whether to
ask for feedback or simply have the exercises called as in a trial. This class is run by Laurie Rubin.

This month’s class Sunday, August 9%, is full. Please email Laurie if you would like to be on
the waiting list. $15 via PayPal for each slot of up to 15 minutes or $16 via mailed check.

Time slots can be reserved by clicking on the following link to fill out your entry information on a
Google Form https://forms.gle/jZolLef1Fc1Zd2pEp8 AND sending $15/time slot via PayPal
https://www.paypal.com/ to Laurie Rubin. After logging in to PayPal and clicking “Send,”

search for Laurie Rubin or earthlaurie@sonic.net. My link has a photo of a red merle Aussie. In the
box that asks “"What's this For?,” “August 9,2026 Run Through Class." Zelle $15 payments
accepted, too. If you prefer to mail a check for $16/time slot, be sure to also fill out your entry
information on the Google Form linked above. Payments are non-refundable unless the class fills
before I receive your entry. In that case, I will notify you and refund your payment.

Entries are non-transferable.

These classes have been filling. Both your payment and Google Form
must be received for your entry to count.

The Thursday before the class, the schedule and driving
directions will be e-mailed to those who have reserved a slot.

Next class Sunday, September 20t . $15 via PayPal for each slot of up to 15 minutes or $16
via mailed check.

Time slots can be reserved by clicking on the following link to fill out your entry information on a Google
Form https://forms.gle/1sDaqgyqgKEzitwjzX6 AND sending $15/time slot via PayPal https://www.paypal.com/
to Laurie Rubin. After logging in to PayPal and clicking “Send,” search for Laurie Rubin or
earthlaurie@sonic.net. My link has a photo of a red merle Aussie. In the box that asks “"What's this For?,”
please type “August 2026 Run Through Class." Zelle $15 payments accepted, too. If you prefer to mail a
check for $16/time slot, be sure to also fill out your entry information on the Google Form linked above.
Payments are non-refundable unless the class fills before I receive your entry. In that case, I will notify
you and refund your payment. Entries are non-transferable.

These classes have been filling. Both your payment and Google Form
must be received for your entry to count.

The Thursday before the class, the schedule
and driving directions will be e-mailed to
those who have reserved a slot.

IF 1 SIT, \
SHE GIVES
ME A TREAT

HER TRAINING
IS COMING ALONG
NICELY

Future class date: October 25t and
November 15th
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SonicCanines's Post June 21, 2026

Should AKC Consider Raising the Minimum Agility Trial Age?
AKC (and I believe CPE) currently allows dogs to begin competing in agility at 15 months of age. But is
"old enough to compete" the same as "fully prepared to compete?"

For years, much of the discussion has focused on growth plates and skeletal maturity. While those are
certainly important considerations, modern sports medicine suggests that athletic maturity involves much
more than bones alone.

A dog may be close to adult height at 15 months, but other systems are still developing.
For example:

¢ Muscle strength and endurance

e Tendon and ligament resilience

e Balance and proprioception

e Neuromuscular coordination

e Collection and deceleration skills

 The ability to absorb and recover from repetitive athletic forces

One particularly interesting finding from sports medicine research is that muscles often become stronger
faster than tendons which do not adapt as quickly. In other words, a young dog may develop the power to
jump, accelerate, and turn at high speed before the connective tissues are fully prepared to handle those
forces repeatedly.

And agility asks a lot of our dogs. Every run requires rapid acceleration and deceleration, tight turns and
direction changes, repetitive jumping, collection and high-speed decision making.

We also know that agility dogs experience their share of orthopedic and soft tissue injuries throughout
their careers. While there is currently no direct evidence proving that trialing at 15 months causes chronic
injury, we do know that athletic development continues well beyond skeletal maturity.

So perhaps the better question isn't: "Can my dog compete at 15 months?" Perhaps the question should
be: "Would my dog benefit from waiting until 18 months or even 24 months before the physical demands
of competition begin?"

What would we gain?

* More time for physical conditioning

» More time for strength development

* More time for body awareness training

e More emotional maturity

» More experience with foundations before pressure is added

I've never met anyone who regretted spending extra time building foundations.

But I've met plenty who wished they had. The goal shouldn't be to get a dog into the ring as early as
possible.

The goal should be to keep them sound for as long as possible.
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New AKC Policy and Disciplinary Updates Focus on Dog Safety
Date: July 16, 2026

At its July 2026 meeting, the AKC Board of Directors approved a new policy and related disciplinary
changes to strengthen protections for dogs at AKC events.

The health, safety, and wellbeing of dogs are at the heart of everything AKC does. In recent months,
several incidents involving dogs left unattended in vehicles have resulted in dangerous situations and, in
some cases, tragic outcomes. As temperatures rise and these risks increase, the Board determined that
additional safeguards are necessary to help prevent future incidents and reinforce the shared responsibility
of exhibitors, handlers, and owners to ensure every dog's safety.

Effective immediately, AKC's new Unattended Dogs in Vehicles Policy prohibits leaving dogs unattended in
vehicles that are fully enclosed or do not have adequate ventilation and airflow. Simply having fans, air
conditioning, temperature monitors, remote alerts, or other electronic devices does not, by themselves,
make a vehicle safe for an unattended dog. Owners and handlers are responsible for ensuring dogs are
kept in conditions that protect them from heat-related illness, distress, injury, or death.

Violating this policy is considered conduct prejudicial to the best interests of purebred dogs, the sport of
purebred dogs, and the American Kennel Club and may result in disciplinary action under the AKC Charter
and Bylaws.

The Board also approved two related changes to support the new policy. Effective July 29, 2026, the
Dealing with Misconduct at American Kennel Club Events guidelines will require an Event Committee
hearing whenever a dog is seriously injured or dies in connection with an AKC event, not just when a
vehicle is involved. This process allows the committee to review sworn testimony, determine the facts, and
ensure these incidents are handled fairly and consistently at events across the country.

The AKC Discipline Guidelines have also been updated to include a new disciplinary offense and penalty
structure for violations of the Unattended Dogs in Vehicles Policy. Depending on the severity of the
violation and the circumstances involved, penalties may range from a one-year suspension and monetary
fines to a lifetime suspension and fines of up to $10,000.

These changes reinforce AKC's commitment to providing a safe environment for dogs and promoting
responsible stewardship at every AKC event.
For more information on this policy contact: Compliancediv@akc.org

AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB STATEMENT ON THE UNATTENDED DOGS POLICY:

Thank you to those who have taken the time to share their concerns and

comments regarding the Unattended Dogs in Vehicles Policy adopted by the Board at its July 2026
meeting. We appreciate the thoughtful feedback and recognize that exhibitors, breeders, handlers, and
judges have a strong interest in ensuring that policies affecting the care and welfare of dogs are both
practical and effective.

The primary purpose of this policy is to reinforce a fundamental principle: individuals participating in AKC
events are responsible for providing a safe environment for dogs in their care. The policy focuses on
situations in which dogs are left unattended in vehicles without adequate ventilation or airflow, creating
conditions that may place them at risk of heat-related distress, illness, injury, or death.


mailto:Compliancediv@akc.org

The policy does not prohibit or discourage the use of modern vehicle cooling and monitoring technologies,
nor does it require that one is at a vehicle at all times or ban climate-control systems, temperature-
monitoring devices, fans, remote alerts, or similar equipment. Rather, it recognizes that no single device or
technology can, by itself, guarantee a safe environment. Mechanical, electrical, cellular, software, and
human failures can occur without warning.

Accordingly, the policy emphasizes that the presence of technology or specialized equipment does not
relieve an individual of responsibility for the safety and welfare of dogs left in their care. If an unfortunate
incident occurs, the existence of monitoring or climate-control equipment alone does not establish that
reasonable precautions were taken or that the environment remained safe. The responsibility for ensuring
a dog's safety ultimately rests with the individual, regardless of the technology being used. For that
reason, the policy provides that the mere presence of such devices does not automatically demonstrate
that a vehicle is safe for unattended dogs under all circumstances.

Further, AKC'’s policy is consistent with a broader public policy trend across the United States. Many states
have enacted laws that prohibit leaving dogs unattended in vehicles under conditions that endanger their
health or safety, particularly during periods of extreme heat or cold. While the specific language and
enforcement mechanisms vary by jurisdiction, these laws generally reflect the same underlying principle
embodied in AKC's policy: individuals are responsible for ensuring that dogs left in vehicles

are maintained in safe conditions and are not exposed to unreasonable risks. The Board’s action therefore
aligns with widely recognized animal welfare standards that place the safety and well-being of dogs above
reliance on any particular technology, device, or method of monitoring.

Questions have been raised regarding how “sufficient ventilation” or a “safe environment” will be
interpreted. As with many AKC conduct policies, determinations will be based on the specific facts and
circumstances of each situation. The focus is not on the presence or absence of a particular device,

but rather on whether the conditions provided were reasonably sufficient to protect the health and welfare
of the dogs involved.

It is also important to note that the policy is directed toward conduct that creates an unreasonable risk to
dogs. It is not intended to penalize responsible dog owners who take appropriate measures to safeguard

their animals. Instead, it strengthens AKC's ability to address situations where dogs are left in conditions

that jeopardize their welfare and, by extension, reflect adversely on the sport and the responsible care of
purebred dogs.

The AKC recognizes that vehicle designs, environmental conditions, and available technologies continue to
evolve. However, the welfare of dogs must remain the guiding consideration. This policy establishes a
clear expectation that individuals are responsible for ensuring that unattended dogs are maintained in
conditions that remain safe throughout the entire period they are left in a vehicle. The use of technology
may be one factor considered in evaluating those circumstances, but it is not a substitute for
responsibility, nor does it excuse conduct that results in an unsafe environment or harm to a dog.

AKC remains committed to promoting responsible dog ownership and protecting the health, safety, and
well-being of dogs at all AKC events. We appreciate the continued feedback from the community as we
work toward that shared goal.

Frequently Asked Questions: AKC Unattended Dogs in Vehicles Policy

Why did the AKC adopt this new policy?

Following several recent incidents involving dogs left unattended in vehicles, including situations that
resulted in serious injury and death, the AKC Board of Directors determined that stronger safeguards were



necessary to help prevent future tragedies and reinforce the shared responsibility of exhibitors, handlers,
and owners to protect dogs at AKC events.

What does the new Unattended Dogs in Vehicles Policy require?
Effective immediately, the policy prohibits leaving a dog unattended in a vehicle that is fully enclosed or
does not have adequate ventilation and airflow.

What is considered a vehicle under this policy?

For purposes of this policy, a vehicle includes any enclosed or partially enclosed motorized conveyance
used to transport dogs, including passenger cars, SUVs, pickup trucks, vans, minivans, commercial
vehicles, trailers being used to house dogs, motorhomes, recreational vehicles (RVs), and similar vehicles.
Regardless of the type of vehicle, owners and handlers are responsible for ensuring dogs are not left
unattended in conditions that could compromise their safety or wellbeing.

Are fans, air conditioning, temperature monitors, or remote alert systems enough to comply
with the policy?

These are all valuable precautions and can play an important role in helping maintain a safe environment
for dogs. However, they should not be the only precautions relied upon. Fans, air conditioning,
temperature monitors, remote alert systems, and other electronic devices do not, by themselves, make a
vehicle safe for an unattended dog. Owners and handlers remain responsible for ensuring dogs are kept in
conditions that protect them from heat-related illness, distress, injury, or death. Vehicles should be
checked regularly to verify that cooling systems are functioning properly and ventilation is sufficient so
that the dogs remain safe and in good condition.

Is the AKC advising that I leave my vehicle unlocked?

No. The AKC is not advising exhibitors, handlers, or owners to leave their vehicles unlocked. The policy
does not prescribe how a vehicle should be secured. Rather, it requires that dogs not be left unattended in
conditions that could compromise their health or wellbeing. Owners and handlers remain responsible for
taking all appropriate precautions to ensure the safety of both their dogs and their vehicles.

Who is responsible for complying with the policy?
Every owner and handler is responsible for ensuring the safety and wellbeing of any dog in their care
while attending any AKC event.

When does the new policy take effect?
The Unattended Dogs in Vehicles Policy is effective immediately.

What happens if someone violates the policy?

Violating the policy is considered conduct prejudicial to the best interests of purebred dogs, the sport of
purebred dogs, and the American Kennel Club. Violations may result in disciplinary action under the AKC
Charter and Bylaws.

What disciplinary penalties may apply?

The AKC Discipline Guidelines now include a specific offense and penalty structure for violations of the
policy. Depending on the severity of the violation and the circumstances involved, penalties may range
from a one-year suspension and monetary fines to a lifetime suspension and fines of up to $10,000.

Why is the AKC adopting this policy when many states already have laws regarding dogs left
in vehicles?

State laws vary significantly in how they address dogs left unattended in vehicles, including when
intervention is permitted and what constitutes a violation. As the governing body for dog sports, the AKC



has a responsibility to establish consistent standards of conduct that apply to all participants, regardless of
where an event is held. This policy establishes a clear, uniform standard for exhibitors, handlers, and
owners and provides the framework for consistent enforcement through the AKC Discipline Guidelines. It is
intended to complement, not replace, applicable state and local laws, and all participants are expected to
comply with both.

Will previously resolved disciplinary matters be reopened under this new policy?
No. Disciplinary matters that have already been investigated and resolved under the applicable AKC Rules,
Policies, and Discipline Guidelines in effect at the time of the incident will not be reopened.

Does this policy apply only to hot weather?

No. While hot weather significantly increases the risk to dogs, the policy is based on providing safe
conditions for dogs at all times. Owners and handlers are responsible for ensuring dogs are not left
unattended in conditions that could compromise their health, safety, or wellbeing.

What other changes did the Board approve?

The Board approved a related change to the Dealing with Misconduct at American Kennel Club Events
guidelines. Effective July 29, 2026, an Event Committee hearing will be required whenever a dog is
seriously injured or dies in connection with an AKC event, regardless of whether a vehicle is involved.

What is the purpose of requiring an Event Committee hearing?

An Event Committee hearing allows the committee to receive sworn testimony, review the facts
surrounding an incident, and ensure cases are handled fairly, consistently, and in accordance with AKC
rules.

What is the overall goal of these changes?
These updates strengthen the AKC's commitment to protecting the health, safety, and wellbeing of dogs
while promoting responsible stewardship and consistent enforcement at every AKC event.
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From the

SDTC Newsletter Advertising Policy

» Advertisements for rehoming k9 equipment, etc. are always welcome.

» Training programs and classes offered by members will be posted with a link to a website for
members only [possibly under a column specifically designated for that purpose].

> Advertising of puppies/litters will not be accepted

We are looking for articles from our membership.

® Do you have a brag or accomplishment?

® Have you written an article that the membership could benefit from?

® Know of an upcoming event? Example: Obedience trial, Scent trial, Specialty, Health
clinic....... etc.

darlenebrushwein@msn.com

Please be safe.

There are phishing emails using my name. Darlene Brushwein
Check where emails come from.

Never open links from emails you do not recognize or seem weird.
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